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the legs and are said to have rheumatism. The disease is nearly always fatal and no effective treatment can be suggested, The examination of the carcass after death does not show any typical changes that would identify this disease.
Prompt disinfection of the navel is also advised as an effective means of prevention.
ABORTION IN SHEEP
Abortion as a specific infectious disease of sheep is uncommon, Occasional outbreaks of abortion have been reported, but authentic cases of the same nature as in cattle or mares are rare, Various causes are given for the occurrence of this disease, In the future, abortion as a specific disease may be a factor in sheep husbandry but at present its inroads are not generally considered serious.
It is probable that some ewes may abort when they are in a weakened condition following infection with some other disease such as hemorrhagic septicemia. Ewes that have been handled roughly or run by dogs may abort. Ergot and molds are frequently accused of causing abortions in sheep but reliable reports of this are uncommon.
If an outbreak of abortion should occur in a flock, the aborting ewes should be separated and the fetuses and afterbirth burned. If the number of abortions is large, an investigation should be undertaken to ascertain the cause,